
ing your support for our commu-

nity 

 

Finally, a huge thank you to all 

the people who volunteered to 

set up the table and chairs, 

helped at the sign in table, 

brought salads, helped to serve 

food, made sure the drink con-

tainers were full, ran back and 

forth to the kitchen for food 

refills and finally helped clean 

up. 

 

For more pictures of the pig 

roast, see page 3. 

 

For even more pictures, go to 

our Facebook page and while 

you’re there, like us! 

    

                    -Marlene Cook 

 

Saturday April 27 was a wonder-

ful day. The students at Haram-

bee House and Bates Place min-

istries teamed up and put on a 

pig roast. The theme and purpose 

of the day was Unity in the 

Community. 

After three plus weeks of rain, 

the weather was perfect: clear 

skies, temperatures in the mid 

60’s and a slight breeze; very 

comfortable weather to sit out-

side and enjoy food and fellow-

ship. 

 

Our guest of honor (the pig) was 

also perfect. The Harambee 

House folks started the roast at 

1:00 AM. They had already built 

an “oven” of cinder blocks lined 

with tin foil. At 45 minute inter-

vals, they added charcoal and 

adjusted the draft to keep a slow 

fire going. A couple of the guys 

slept out; one in a hammock, 

another in a pickup cab! By 

12:00 noon the correct internal 

temperature was reached and it 

was time to start carving. 

The menu was roast pig (not 

kidding!), baked beans, potato 

salad, vegetable/pasta salad, 

smoked turkey sandwiches, and 

for desert: cake and apple pie. 

YUM! 

It was the kind of day that met 

the goals we had set. The pig 

was done to perfection. There 

was enough food for the 130+ 

people that came through the 

line. The kids enjoyed the games 

that were available. The commu-

nity got together and enjoyed 

each other’s company and new 

connections  were formed. There 

were a large number of Bates 

Street neighbors from the 4-5 

blocks surrounding the Bates 

Place Ministries’ building. We 

had a number of private business 

owners in attendance and other 

local businesses that helped in 

the food preparations.  Also, the 

Grand Rapids Police force was 

represented with an off duty 

officer as well as a Kent County 

Commissioner enjoying the day. 

Thank you one and all for show-

Unity in the Community Pig Roast 

COMPELLED BY GOD’S 

AMAZING LOVE, 

BATES PLACE MINIS-

TRIES SEEKS TO BRING 

HOPE TO OUR NEIGH-

BORS BY RECONNECT-

ING THEM TO SOCIETY 

AND FAMILY, AND EM-

POWERING THEM TO-

WARD A SUSTAINABLE 

FUTURE               
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Neighbors and friends 

enjoying great weather 

and great food . 



tive relationship with law 

enforcement.  

 
“Coffee with the Captain” 
meets every first Tuesday 
of the month, at Bates 
Place Ministries @ 5:30 
PM. It’s not a race issue. 
It’s not a economic issue…
and It’s not a political is-
sue. It’s a community is-
sue. If everyone in the 
community is not at the 
table,...we are missing key 
ingredients.  I think it is 
very important for us to 
come together as a commu-
nity in one accord. Unless 
we have unity in our ap-
proach towards bettering 
the community we live and 
work in, our efforts will 
not be effective; we need 
each other.  

 

“Coffee with the Captain” 

is a an informal gathering 

of community members 

from the southeast side of 

Grand Rapids, along with 

Captain Eric Payne, com-

mander of the Grand Rap-

ids Police, southeastern 

section.  

 

This monthly event pro-

vides a safe environment 

where neighbors can ask 

questions, discuss con-

cerns, and share ideas and 

suggestions to improve the 

neighborhood.  The pur-

pose of “Coffee with the 

Captain” is to provide a 

forum that supports and 

nurtures an authentic, posi-

 
We welcome and encour-
age all to attend this 
monthly event. As we 
come together and navigate 
through the joys and con-
cerns in this community, 
together we have the power 
to make this neighborhood 
a safer and healthier com-
munity.  

- Bryan R. Blakely Sr. 

   Director, Bates Place 

Letter from the Board Chair 

The Director’s Corner: “Coffee with the Captain” 
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Coffee with the Captain
(Captain Eric Payne, 
Grand Rapids Police) 
takes place at Bates 
Place the second Tues-
day of every month at 
5:30 pm. 

“COFFEE WITH 

THE CAPTAIN”  

PROVIDES A 

FORUM THAT 

SUPPORTS AND 

NURTURES AN 

AUTHENTIC, 

POSITIVE 

RELATIONSHIP 

WITH LAW 

ENFORCEMENT.  

One of the major undertak-

ings of the board was to 

create a new mission state-

ment for  Bates Place.  The 

original mission statement 

had been in place since 

inception and it was time 

to better match the state-

ment with the actual mis-

sion.  At the core of the 

new statement is the con-

cept that Bates Place is in 

the re-connecting business.  

Whether you are an ex-

offender returning to socie-

ty and family or a person 

who has drifted into some 

disconnected habits that 

are outside of societal 

norms, Bates Place seeks to 

reconnect people.  We do so 

by first building authentic 

relationships and then by 

pointing people toward re-

connected ways of living 

and toward sustainable so-

lutions.  

 

This past year was also 

marked by an expanded 

partnership with Goodwill 

Industries that provided 

much needed job training 

resources and crucial em-

ployment opportunities for 

ex-offenders.   

 

We take great pleasure in 

delivering to you the en-

closed 2012 Annual Report.  

In this annual report, we 

briefly share with you some 

of the mission and opera-

tions highlights from this 

past year.  As we glance 

back on our history, we can 

only marvel at how God 

continues to be so clearly 

moving the ministry of 

Bates Place.  It looks far 

different today than when 

Bryan first swung the door 

open back in 2006. 

 



 

We also saw the prison re-

entry support group called 

CLEAR continue to posi-

tively impact the recidi-

vism rates in Kent County 

which placed it on the ra-

dar of the Michigan De-

partment of Corrections. 

They would love to be able 

to duplicate its success 

elsewhere in the State. 

 

Any reflection on the last 

year would not be com-

plete without mentioning 

Bates Place’s central role 

in bringing the community 

together after a spree of 

senseless violent homicides 

that seemed to happen eve-

ry other day.   

 

The Bates Place sponsored 

“Coffee with the Captain” 

became and continues to be 

a platform in which the 

urban community and our 

friends in law enforcement 

can come together to listen 

to each other and to begin 

to form cords of trust. 

On behalf of the board, 

thank you so much for your 

support of Bates Place 

Ministries.  Through your 

faithfulness, lives are being 

changed in significant 

ways which changes our 

community in positive 

ways.   

 
                    -Joel Ruiter 

Board Chair (continued) 

Unity in the Community Pig Roast Photo Album : 
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THANKS TO ALL 

To all of you who 

pray for the minis-

try here at Bates 

Place. 

To all of you who 

have donated mon-

ies to this non-

profit organization. 

To all the volun-

teers who faithfully 

show up. 

To all those who 

have donated your 

skills.  

To all those who 

have donated spe-

cific items. 



In an effort to improve the 

effectiveness of the minis-

try, the Bates Place Board 

has established a geo-

graphic boundary that  

better defines the Bates 

Place “neighborhood.” 

The Bates Place neighbor-

hood is bounded by: 

 Division Avenue (west) 

 Fuller Avenue (east) 

 Wealthy Street (north) 

 Hall Street (south) 

Visitors who reside outside 

this area are still offered 

advice and direction, but to 

be considered for financial 

assistance, a visitor must live 

within the neighborhood. 

Board Defines Boundaries of  Bates Place “Neighborhood”  

Bates Place 

650 Bates Street SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

Director: Bryan R. Blakely, Sr. 

 

Phone: (616) 241-BATES (2283) 

Fax: (616) 452-6649 

Email: batesplacegr@gmail.com 

Web: www.batesplacegr.org 

 

Ministry Center Hours: 

 Monday: 9:00—4:00 

 Tuesday: 9:00—4:00 

 Wednesday: 9:00—4:00 

 Thursday: CLOSED (C.L.E.A.R.) 

 Friday: 9:00—4:00 

Reconnecting and Empowering Our Neighbors To A Sustainable Future. 

B A T E S  P L A C E  M I N I S T R I E S  

Bates Place Board 

 
Joel Ruiter, President 
Judy Huizinga 
Marlene Iwema 
Dave Jacobs 
Klasien Vaalburg 
Scott Van Drunen 
Mark Zietse 

The Bates Place Board has set a fund raising goal of $10,000 for 2013.  To date, our 

fund-raising total for 2013 is less than $1,000.   

 

Your gift to Bates Place supports its important ministries and outreach.  Gifts to 

Bates Place are tax-deductible.   

 

Bates Place Ministries 

650 Bates Street SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

You can also make a gift on-line through our Web site at: 

 

www.batesplacegr.org 

Your Tax-Deductible Gift to Bates Place is Appreciated!  


